31st ANNUAL SEA TURTLE SYMPOSIUM
12-15 April, 2011.  San Diego, California.  USA
	Resolution 2011 -  Conservation of Leatherback Sea Turtles in the Eastern Tropical Pacific
CONSIDERING that the member countries of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC), the Inter-American Convention for the Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles (IAC), and the United Nations General Assembly have all agreed by consensus to implement the measures recommended in the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations “Guidelines to Reduce Sea Turtle Mortality in Fishing Operations,“ in the Report of the Technical Consultation on Sea Turtles Conservation and Fisheries (“The FAO Guidelines”), which include the use of spatial and temporal closures of selected fisheries, in order to prevent the decline of sea turtle populations through the reduction of by-catch;
CONCERNED that over ten years have passed since a study in Nature (2000) reported that in the East Paciic leatherback turtle populations have experienced declines of over 90% during the past two decades, due in large part to fisheries interactions, and following warnings by prominent scientists that this population is facing imminent risk of extinction, annual nesting numbers in the East Pacific have continued to decline in spite of more than a decade of protection and monitoring at key nesting sites where egg exploitation and poaching have been effectively eliminated;
RECALLING that over 1,000 scientists from 97 countries, as well as representatives from 281 non-governmental organizations (NGOs) from 62 countries, have expressed a level of concern to the point appealing to the United Nations to call for a moratorium on pelagic long-line fishing in the Pacific; 
RECOGNIZING that leatherback sea turtles migrate over vast distances through the world’s oceans, making international cooperation essential to conserve and protect them successfully;
NOTING that new information from satellite tracking shows that after nesting in Las Baulas National Park, Costa Rica, female leatherback sea turtles routinely and predictably migrate south in a directed fashion to waters surrounding Cocos Island (Costa Rica) and then the Galapagos Islands (Ecuador), during their post nesting movements;
ALSO NOTING that Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador and Panama are working under a non-binding agreement (Corredor Marino del Pacifico Este Tropical or CMAR) for the consolidation of the Eastern Tropical Pacific Marine Corridor, which includes Marine Protected Areas, migration corridors and other critical habitats within and beyond these countries’ Exclusive Economic Zones; and
FURTHER  ACKNOWLEDGING that the World Conservation Congress at its 4th Session in Barcelona, 5 to 14 October, 2008, adopted the resolution CGR4.MOT028 Conservation of Leatherback Turtles and Hammerhead Sharks in the Eastern Tropical Pacific Marine Corridor;
Therefore, let it be resolved that the International Sea Turtle Society at its 31st meeting 12-15 April, 2011, in San Diego, California, U.S.A.; 
1. URGES member countries of the IATTC and IAC with fishing operations in the Pacific that interact with leatherback sea turtles in the region to implement and strengthen domestic laws and regulations in order to effectively carry out their obligations under these Conventions to implement The FAO Guidelines for reducing sea turtle bycatch and mortality by avoiding capture, promptly releasing turtles unharmed, and implementing spacial and temporal closures to reduce fishing efforts in locations and during periods of high concentration of leatherback sea turtles in the Eastern Tropical; and
2. REQEUSTS that member countries of the IATTC and IAC fulfill the reporting requirements on implementation of The FAO Guidelines in a thorough and transparent manner, facilitate public access to this information, and provide updates to the International Sea Turtle Symposium which meets annually; and 
3. CALLS ON any member countries of the IATTC with fishing operations in the Pacific that interact with leatherback sea turtles that are eligible to join the IAC but are not yet Parties to the IAC to join this Convention (specifically El Salvador, Colombia and Nicaragua); and 
4. URGES member countries of the IAC and IATTC to collaborate in order to fulfill the obligations in The FAO Guidelines for standardizing data collection and research and conducting joint research, including by forming Memorandums of Understanding between the two Conventions; and
5. CALLS ON member countries of the IAC and IATTC to explore effective mechanisms for addressing non-compliance including resolutions to adopt trade measures to promote compliance; and 
6. URGES the governments of Costa Rica and Ecuador to establish a Cocos-Galapagos Marine Corridor, where fisheries policies are adopted that protects leatherback sea turtles from harmful fisheries activities during times of high concentrations of sea turtles. 
Sponsors: 
Programa Restauración de Tortugas Marinas (Pretoma)
Sea Turtle Restoration Project (STRP)
Humane Society International (HSI)
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	REFEREES (names of 2 experts familiar with region and issues)
Dr. George Shillinger
Center for Ocean Solutions 
99 Pacific Street, Suite 155A 
Monterey, CA 93940
Phone: 831-333-2077
georges@stanford.edu  or 
george_shillinger@yahoo.com
Dr. James R. Spotila.
Drexel University
Department of Biology
314 Stratton Hall
3141 Chestnut St.
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
Phone: (215) 895-2627 (Office)

Email: spotiljr@drexel.edu


	LIST OF SPONSORS (PRIMARY SPONSOR MUST BE SPECIFIED AND MUST BE PRESENT AT THE SYMPOSIUM)
Primary: Randall Arauz
Presidente, Programa Restauración Tortugas Marinas, PRETOMA
Todd Steiner, Sea Turtle Restoration Project
Rebecca Regnery, Humane Society International 


Dr. James R. Spotila, Drexel University



	COMPLETE LIST OF TARGETS WITH ADDRESSES:
We will provide the contact information for individuals closer to the date that this is being sent out. As you know, they are likely to change between now and then.
IATTC Parties

We will ask the IATTC Secretariat to distribute the resolution to the member countries: Belize, Canada, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, European Union, France, Guatemala, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Chinese Taipei, United States, Vanuatu, and Venezuela.
IATTC Secretariat:

Dr. Guillermo A. Compeán

Director

Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission
8604 La Jolla Shores Drive
La Jolla CA 92037-1508
USA

gcompean@iattc.org

IATTC Commissioners: http://www.iattc.org/CommissionersENG.htm
IAC Parties:

We will ask the IAC Secretariat to distribute to the focal points for the member countries: Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama, Mexico, Peru, Netherland Antilles, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 
IAC Secretariat:

Veronica Caceres Chamorro
Secetaria Pro Tempore

Inter-American Convention for the Protection and Conservation of Sea 4401 N Fairfax Drive, Suite 100

Arlington, VA 22203 
USA
veronica@iacseaturtle.org
IAC focal points: http://www.iacseaturtle.org/English/acerca_ptosfocales.asp
OSPESCA;
MARIO GONZALEZ RECINOS
Regional Coordinator of SICA/OSPESCA
2do. Nivel, Edificio SG-SICA Boulevard Orden de Malta, Urbanización Santa Elena No 470 Antiguo Cuscatlán, La Libertad.
El Salvador, Centroamérica.
Phone: (503) 2209-9364 

Email: mgonzalez@sica.int


	WHAT IMPACT WILL THIS RESOLUTION HAVE (POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE)?
Positive: The resolution will strengthen efforts to protect Pacific leatherbacks and other sea turtles in the waters of the Eastern Tropical Pacific that are critical migrating and foraging habitat, and where they are caught incidentally by industrial pelagic fisheries.
Negative: Increased enforcement necessary to protect these critical areas



