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PO Box 370  Forest Knolls, CA 94933 P: 415.663.8590 « F: 415.663.9534

Casa Presidencial, Repiiblica de Costa Rica
Apartado Postal 520-2010
Zapote, San José

RE: Law Project No. 17.383 entitled “Law to rectify the Leatherback Marine National Park's Boundaries and Creation of Guanacaste’s
Leatherback National Wildlife Refuge”

As scientists from around the world concerned with the biodiversity extinction crisis exacerbated by global climate change, we urge you
to reject the proposed legislation that will downgrade the Las Baulas National Park. . -
In 1995 Costa Rica recognized its unique responsibility in ensuring the continued survival of the Pacific leatherback by protecting one
of the last nesting beaches in the eastern Pacific and the other delicate ecosystems of Ventanas, Grande, and Langosta Beach, through
the creation of Las Baulas National Park by Law. Las Baulas National Park is critical to the survival of the Pacific leatherback sea turtle
(Dermochelys coriacea), declared as critically endangered by the World Conservation Union (IUCN). Populations of Pacific leatherback
sea turtles have crashed by 90 percent over the past two decades and are not recovering. Today, fewer that 1,000 nesting female
leatherbacks survive in the entire eastern Pacific. Las Baulas National Park has an exceptional global value as it provides the most
important nesting site for this remaining eastern Pacific population.

On behalf of the undersigned scientists we are writing to urge you to reject Law Project No. 17.383 pending before the Environment
Commission of the Legislative Assembly, that proposes to downgrade Las Baulas National Park to a Mixed National Wildlife Refuge
and open its beaches up to coastal construction projects. With Pacific leatherback sea turtles so perilously close to extinction it is
inconceivable to remove this protection and allow development in sensitive areas near the turtles’ nesting sites. Such developments will
have a negative impact on the nesting process of the leatherback through lighting, additional access of people, vehicles and domestic
animals, and could likely lead to the elimination of this most important population of leatherbacks. Furthermore, global climate change
is expected to bring rising seas, and development behind the current nesting beaches will prevent leatherback turtles to adapt to a
changing environment.

In addition, if this legislation is passed it will undermine Costa Rica's reputation as a global leader in conservation through its "Peace
with Nature" initiative. This policy catapulted Costa Rica to the front of the line of countries committed to the preservation and
protection of their natural resources and its longstanding commitment to the preservation of sea turtles.

Over the past few years multiple bills have been written proposing to rezone Las Baulas National Park and open its beaches up to
coastal construction projects, and fortunately every one of these bills has been rejected. We urge you to do the same with bill 17.383 and
continue Costa Rica’s commitment to protecting the critically endangered leatherback sea turtle, preserving its national parks, and
investing in the extraordinary abundance of life protected within their boundaries.

Dr. Sylvia Earle National Geographic Society Oceanographer United States of America

Dr. David Ehrenfeld Rutgers University Professor of Biology United States of America

Dr. Carl Safina Blue Ocean Institute Oceans Scientist, Author United States of America
Director, Hopkins Marine

Dr. David Epel Stanford University Laboratory United States of America
Director, Marine Spatial

Dr. George Shillinger Center for Ocean Solutions Planning United States of America
Endowed Chair tor

Harte Research Institute, Texas A&M Biodiversity and

Dr. Thoma Shirley University-Corpus Christi Conservation Science United States of America
Distinguished Professor or
Ecology & Evolutionary

Dr. Daniel Costa University of California, Santa Cruz Biology United States of America
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Scientist Student
Marine Scientist
Director

Environmental Toxicologist

Sustainability Scientist
Scientist, Animal Avocate
Retired, Scientist

Chief Executive Officer
Scientist, Consultant
Scientist

Law Office Support Staff
Program Assistant
President

Entrepreneur

Project Coordinator
Scientist, Naturalist

Student

Enrollment Management
Scientist Student

Project Executive

Ph.D. Student

Graduate Assistant
Scientist

Environmental Toxicologist

Realtor
Technical Support
Software Engineer

Turtle Island Restoration Network

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
France

Canada

United Kingdom

United States of America
Singapore

Australia

United States of America
United States of America
United Kingdom

Mexico

United States of America
United States of America
Puerto Rico

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
Germany

India

United Kingdom

United States of America
United States of America
Costa Rica

United States of America
Malaysia

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America

India

United States of America
Denmark

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
Germany

Malaysia

United States of America

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
Reunion

France

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United Kingdom
Bangladesh
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Theresa
Divya
L. Tess
Lucy
Jennifer
Caroline
Hans
Joanie
Ellen

Dr. John
Frithjof
Sruthi
Norma
Tom
Kirk Keong
Jennifer
Tina
Patrick
Michelle
Karin
Michael
Holly
Nicolette
Emma

Karen
Megan
Aaron
Kate
Terry

Dimitris
Michelle
Hannah
Patrice
Janet
Kelly

Ryan
Lisa
David
Eliza

Roxanna
Jo
Caitlin
Chelsea

Munees
Timbert
Fiona
Caroline
Anne-Marie
Abigail
Virgillio

Karasek
Karnad
Keith
Keith
Keller
Kelly
Kindt
Kleypas
Klowden

Kucklick
Kuepper
Kumar
Laborie
Le Lievre
Lee

Lee

Lee
Lehodey
Lent
Leonard
Liles
Lohuis
Ludolphi
Lunig
Lyons
Kalmenson
MacClellan
Macy
Mansfield
March

Margaritoulis
Marks
Marlow
Marsille
Martin
Martin

Mayfield
McElhenny
McGuire
McLean

McLenna
McRae
Mertzlufft
Metivier

Mhureemagan
Michel
Mitchel
Moles
Monarovic
Moore
Morichi

Global Scientists in Support of Las Baulas National Park

Self Employed

National Centre for Biological Sciences
University of the Pacific

Wildlife Trust

NIST

Kappa Alpha Theta

None

National Center for Atmospheric Research

Creation Station
National Institute of Standards and

Technology

Scottish Association for Marine Science
Independent

Facebook

n/a

Save Our Sharks

Self Employed

University for Peace

CLS

San Francisco Estuary Institute
Global Shark Initiative

Fundacion Zoologica de El Salvador
Ocean Futures Society

Private

Pi Beta Phi

Self Employed

Oregon State University
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida Atlantic University

Self Employed
Archelon, the Sea Turtle Protection Society

of Greece

Self Employed

University of Richmond

Self Employed

JM Veterinary Services
Loggerhead Marinelife Center

City of San Jose, California
Pi Beta Phi

Sea Stewards

University of Richmond

URS Corporation
Self Employed
Self Employed

Pi Beta Phi
Institute of Remote Sensing, Anna

University
Hospital
EcoShuttle
Self Employed
Self Employed
LP3L Talinti
Self Employed

Scientist

Wildlife Biologist
Masters Candidate
Marine Biologist
Scientist

Scientist Student
Scientist Student
Marine Scientist
Event Organizer

Marine Scientist
Marine Scientist
Researcher

Manager

Scientist Student
Swimming Instructor
Executive

Scientist Student
Marine Biologist

Environmental Toxicologist

DSM

Conservationist

Marine Biologist/Educator
Security

Scientist Student

Scientist

Graduate Scientist Student
Scientist Student

Scientist

Scientist

Scientist

Copywriter

Scientist Student

CFO

Veterinarian

Biologist

Fishery and Weltand
Biologist

Scientist Student
Conservation Biologist

Scientist Student
Marine Environmental

Specialist
Librarian
Epidemiologist
College Student

Scientist

Doctor

Owner

Student

Scientist

Marine Consultant
Pensioner

Turtle Island Restoration Network

United States of America
India

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America

United States of America
United Kingdom

India

France

United Kingdom
Malaysia

Singapore

Costa Rica

France

United States of America
United States of America
El Salvador

United States of America
Germany

United States of America

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America

Greece

United Kingdom

United States of America
France

United States of America
United States of America

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America

United States of America
Australia

United States of America
United States of America

India

France

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
Indonesia

Australia
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Lisa
Sophie
Colum
Julianne

Alageswaran
Christy

John

Mary

Brad
Margie
Julia
Amelia
Whitney
Delliana
Kei
Nicole
Anupama

Aliki

Lucia
Isabella
Vercknocke

Jessica
Michael
Yale
Wm
Michael
Marie
Akira
Joe

Brynn
Idonya
Monica
Martine
Caroline

Mario
Alfredo
Christie
Jorge
Elizabeth
Kate
Linda
Gallais
Richard
Cameron
Megan
Kimberly
George
Eliza
Isabelle
Lilith

Morse
Mounier
Muccio
Mulhall

Muniandy
Murphy
Musick
Nagle

Nahill
Nelson
Nelson
Ng
Nolton

of the Sea
Okamoto
Olshan
Pai

Panagopoulou
Panini
Parfenoff
Pascal

Pate
Pattinson
Paulsen
Pearcy
Pender
Perthuisot
Peters
Pfaller

Phillips
Pinckney
Plaza
Polain
Prout

Psaila
Quarto
Quigley
Ramos
Rauer
Redman
Reese
Regis
Reina
Rhodes
Riley
Riskas
Rix
Roberts
Roeland
Rogers

Global Scientists in Support of Las Baulas National Park

Broward County Sea Turtle Conservation

Program

privé

ARCAS

University of Richmond

Jumbohan Globaltel Sdn Bhd
The Healthy Irishman

Va Inst Mar Sci

University of Richmond

SEE Turtles

Self Employed

USDA Forest Service

Resort

Broward County Sea Turtle Project
Crescent Home

Unigame

University of Richmond

BCA Study Abroad

ARCHELON
Self Employed
Self Employed

Neant
Loggerhead Marine Life Center of Juno

Beach

OM UK

University of California Riverside
Oregon State University
University of California Riverside
Aucune

Station Biologique

University of Florida

Granite Canyon Marine Lab, University of

California, Davis

Self Employed
Galapagos National Park
Private

Self Employed
Malta Maritime Directory & Nautical

Magazine

Mangrove Action Project

University of Richmond

University of Tasmania

Marine Conservation Biology Institute
Cardigan Bay Marine Wildlife Centre
Self Employed

ONCFS

Monash University

Edisto State Beach Park

University of Richmond

University of California, San Diego
Seawitch Artistist

University of Richmond

Self Employed

Stop the War Now!

Sea Turtle Scientist
Surveyor
Ethologiste
Scientist

Scientist Student

IT Manager
Owner
Marine Scientist

Scientist Student
Sea Turtle EcoTour

Operator

Biologist

Biological Technician
Marine Biologist
Scientist Student
Caregiver

Scientist

Scientist Student
Resident Director

Sea Turtle Scientist
Scientist

Journalist

Ouvrier

Field technician
Scientist

Ph.D. Student
Scientist

Ph.D. Student
Bénévolat
Bio-Engineer
Ph.D. Student

Environmental Toxicologist

Scientist
Naturalist Guide
Scientist
Scientist Student

Editor

Environmentalist
Scientist Student

Ph.D. Student
Conservation Scientist
Cetologist

Scientist, Diving Operator
Ingénieur

Biologist

Scientist Student
Scientist Student
Scientist

Artist

Scientist Student
Logopéde/Orthophoniste
Executive Director

Turtle Island Restoration Network

United States of America
France

Guatemala

United States of America

Malaysia

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
Malaysia

United States of America
United States of America
Japan

United States of America
India

Greece

United States of America
Switzerland

France

United States of America
United Kingdom

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
France

France

United States of America

United States of America
United States of America
Ecuador

Belgium

France

Malta

United States of America
United States of America
Australia

United States of America
United Kingdom

United States of America
France

Australia

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United Kingdom

United States of America
Belgium

United States of America
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Debra
Jennifer
Diego
Novuyuki
Claire

Catherine
Bob
Pablo
Gina
Armando
Anna

Uziel
Tara
Sammy
Stephanie
Charlotte
Kathryn
Debbie
Tom

Gina
Ksenia
Michael
Ronald
Petra
Gary
AK.
Ani
John A
Hannia

Jason
Fernando

Bolu
Theodore
Michael
Urosh
John

Lesley
Cheri
James
Ellen

Mark
Elisabeth

Dianne
Masaru
Laetitia
Catherine
Pierre

Nina

Rose
Ruhl
Ruiz
Sakamoto
Salisbury

Samson
Sandberg
Sandoz
Sanfilippo
Santos
Sarcevic

Sauceda
Schneider
Sedky
Sgroi
Shearin
Sheehy
Sherman
Shilson

Shure
Sidorova
Silver
Silver
Simkova
Simpson
Sinha
Smestad
Smith
Smith

Smith
Soares

Solarin
Spachidakis
Splitt
Sredojevich
Starmer

Stokes
Stuller
Sullivan
Suppiah

Swingle
Sydor

Taggart
Takayama
Tapon
Teng
Thionville

Thompson

Global Scientists in Support of Las Baulas National Park

Self Employed
University of Richmond

Asociacion De Naturalistas Del Sureste

Far East Environment Institute
University of Oxford

Self Employed
SEAS-Monmouth
CRAM Foundation
Self Employed
Projeto TAMAR
Self Employed

University of California Riverside
Town of Hempstead

University of California Riverside
Barnes and Noble

Chesapeake Biological Lab

Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Save the Turtles, Inc.

Self Employed

Oregon State University
St.Petersburg State Mining Institute
Self Employed

Beaches Sea Turtle Patrol

Self Employed

Self Employed

Conservator of Forests

Obayashi Corporation

Blu Green Politics BLOG
Columbia University

New York State Dept. of Environmental

Conservation
Florida Institute of Technology

Nigerian Institute for Oceanography and

Marine Research (NIOMR)
Private

Sea Turtle Preservation Society
Private

Pacific Marine Resources Institute

Fisheries
Sustainable Today TV
Self Employed

Personal
Virginia Aquarium & Marine Science

Center
CIESIN-Columbia University

Coastal Research and Education Society of

Long Island

Spirit of Japan Travel for Sea Turtles
MCLF

Self Employed

Clean Air

Broward County Sea Turtle Conservation

Program

LICENCEE

Scientist Student
President

Environment Cordinator

Ph.D. Student
Marine Scientist,

Conservation Manager
Retired, Scientist

Scientist

Scientist

Regional Coordinator
Small Business Consultant

Scientist Student Researcher

Conservation Biologist I11
Graduate Scientist Student
Management

Research Assistant
Litigation Analyst
Executive Director
Scientist

United Kingdom

United States of America
Spain

Japan

United Kingdom

Australia

United States of America
Australia

United States of America
United Kingdom

United States of America

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America

Graduate Research Assistant United States of America

Scientist Student
Conservationist

Marine Biologist

IT/ Scientist Student
Projects Scientist
Scientist

Contracts Administrator
Scientist BLOGGer
Admin

Biologist
Ph.D. Student

Acting Director
Shipping
Meteorologist
Scientist Student
Ecologist

Biologist
Host
Scientist, Retired

Nurse
Director of Research &

Conservation
Writer-editor

Administrator
Director
Scientist
Admin Officer
Photographer

Scientist

Turtle Island Restoration Network

Russia

United States of America
United States of America
Czech Republic

United Kingdom

India

United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom

United States of America

United States of America
United States of America

Nigeria

United Kingdom

United States of America
Bosnia And Herzegowina
United States of America

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
Malaysia

United States of America
United States of America

United States of America
Japan

France

Singapore

Canada

United States of America
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Shaun

Eed

John
Elizabeth
Oswald
Diana
Mandi

Kristina
Denise
Tory

Frank

Lynne
Amy
Sylvie
Chris
Katrien
Heather
Megan
Sebastien
Sadie
Kait
Marc
Sarah
Elizabeth
Romulus
James
Amanda
Paul

Tricia
Peter
Torrie
Cara
Elizabeth
Kathleen
Heather
Liz

Jan

Kiran

Laura
Helen
Alice
Marta
Olga

Thurstans

Tichenor
Timmis
Timmis
Tisen
Tomkins
Tt

Turner
Tutas
Udvarhelyi

Urtizberea

Global Scientists in Support of Las Baulas National Park

Bluewings

Palm Beach County Reef Rescue
JH Timmis Associates
University of Richmond

Self Employed

Private citizen

Care2

World Land Trust

EBSP Environmental Learning Center

University of Richmond

SPM Frag'iles

van Herwerden James Cook University

Vandehey
Vandenabeele
Vanderdraai
Vandevelde
Varian
Veley

Vigne
Waddington
Walsh
Ward
Wellman
‘Wenner
Whitaker
White
Whitmire
Whittock

Whyte
Wilcox
Williams
Wilson
Wilson
Wissenz
Wolf
Woloski
Wouters
Wouters

Wright
Yanta
Young
Zamora
Zaric

Oregon State University
IES Swansea University
Pt. Tidak Worries

Global Shark Initiative
Wildlife Trust
CTURTLES

Le Petit Mouton Noir
Mission Blue

University of Richmond
Sea Turtles Forever

Self Employed

Surry Labs

Madras Crocodile Bank
Jimmy White Photography, LLC
Oregon State University
Pendoley Environmental

National Health Service
Deep Blue Zoo
University of Richmond
Independent

Oceana

Self Employed
Individual

Individual

Self Employed

Self Employed

NSU

University of Richmond
University of Richmond
Individual
CACTUSMEOW CO.

Biologist

Marine Conservation
Scientist

CEO

Scientist Student
Scientist

Scientist

Scientist, Retired
Project Development

Officer
Educator
Scientist Student

Environnemental Technician

School of Marine and
Tropical Biology
Scientist Student/staff
Ph.D. Student

Director

Marketing Manager

Non Profit Management
Scientist Student

Animal Rights Activist
Outreach Coordinator
Scientist Student

Marine Turtle Investigator
Biologist

Marine Scientist

Scientist

Underwater Photographer
Research Associate

Scientist
Medical Laboratory

Assistant

PADI Course Director
Scientist Student
Factotum

Marine Scientist
Scientist
Sustainability
Scientist

Scientist

Scientist
Manager of a Sea Turtle

Conservation Program
Scientist Student
Scientist Student
Dealer

ARA

Turtle Island Restoration Network

Australia

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
Malaysia
Australia
United States of America

United Kingdom
United States of America
United States of America

St. Pierre And Miquelon

Australia

United States of America
United Kingdom
Netherlands

Belgium

United States of America
United States of America
France

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
India

United States of America
United States of America
Australia

United Kingdom

United States of America
United States of America
Canada

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
Canada

Belgium

Belgium

United States of America
United States of America
United States of America
Spain

Canada
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